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Holiday Greetings by Kelly Whaley, Supervisor of Adult
Education
Welcome to the holiday edition of the Sussex Tech Adult Education newsletter! The theme of this
newsletter is thankfulness, so I want to take a moment to share how thankful I am for our Adult Ed
staff and everything they do to help our students obtain their educational and career goals. I
appreciate the �exibility and willingness to adjust schedules and instructional formats in order to meet
the needs of our students. I am thankful for the check in calls they make on a daily basis, the one-on-
one help they give when students are struggling, and the encouraging attitudes they possess in their
classrooms and o�ces. Combined, these have all helped to build the positive relationships we have
with our students. I am equally thankful for our hard-working students who often come to class after
they have worked all day in order to reach their educational goals and make a better life for themselves
and their families. I wish each of you a wonderful holiday season spent with family and friends, and I
hope you take a moment to re�ect on what and who you are thankful for in your life.

Calendar of Events for December 2021 - January 2022
December 20th - GMS closed - NO CLASSES (GMS ESL CLASSES ONLY)
December 21 - Seaford Groves Site closed – NO CLASSES (SEAFORD GROVES CLASSES ONLY) 
December 22 - 31 - Winter Break - School Closed - NO CLASSES (ALL SITES) 
January 10 - GMS Conferences - NO CLASSES (GMS ESL CLASSES ONLY)
January 18 & 19 - Grades due Fall #2 (GROVES CLASSES)
January 18 - 19 - Spring #1 Classes Begin (ALL SITES)

James H. Groves Adult High School Class of 2022.
We currently have fourteen members of the Class of 2022.

Tajo Ricketts
Michaella Allen
T. Williams
Hallie Dolbow
Jennifer Ullman



ASHLEY RUARK EARNS GED®
CREDENTIAL NOVEMBER 1, 2021
 
Ashley joined Sussex Tech’s GED® classroom during the statewide
COVID school closures. While many teachers found the closure
challenging, it was a blessing for Ashley.
Ashley has faced many challenges in her life. She lacked self-con�dence
and struggled to �nd self-worth. Ashley’s biggest challenge: her eye
sight. She is legally blind and cannot drive.
For years, she struggled to complete a high school diploma. Struggling
with insecurities and physical limitations, she left Seaford High School in
2002. 
Ashley says, "I didn’t want my lack of formal education to hold me back
from achieving my full potential." On March 10, 2021, Ashley attended her �rst GED® orientation. She
was determined to earn a credential. Zooming with her teacher and classmates was perfect for
Ashley. She did not have to rely on friends and family for transportation. 
Ashley passed reading and social studies sub-tests with ease. However, her lack of con�dence
prevented her from taking math and science for several months. In her exit interview, Ashley shared, "I
suffer from dyscalculia, so conquering math was an intimidating feat. Thankfully, the instructors and
counselors at Sussex Tech Adult Division were always an encouraging and uplifting resource that
helped me overcome my fear of failure. With their help, I was able to achieve success in my studies and
prove to myself that nothing could hold me back, not even dyscalculia. I am truly grateful for
everything the staff did to help support and instruct me on my journey to graduation." Ashley’s
transformation has been exciting for all Sussex Tech Adult Division staff. Ashley is busy planning her
wedding and thinking about entering training for massage therapy in the near future.

Erik Castillo-Hildago
A. Payne
William Rayne
Jennifer Shaffer-Johnson
Cody Harper
Lyndee Merryman
Heather Jackson
Alexis Marquez
Kisha Hazzard
Graduation is June 6, 2022. 

GED Earners
We have seven students who have earned their GED this year.  

Rachel Harding
Francisco Martinez
James Sturtevant
Ashley Ruark
Albert Custins
Brandi Custins
Adam Custins

GED Celebration Ceremony is May 3, 2022. 
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Holiday Reflection from our ABE & ESL Classes by Kim Banks
As the holiday season approaches, staff and students of Sussex Tech are looking
forward to spending time with family and friends. But, before the year ends, we
have a lot to be grateful for in 2021. We are thankful for in person classes where
we can create bonds and connections. We are indebted to staff for tirelessly
supporting students and each other as we transition to new leadership. Thankful
for the use of smart TVs and new technology as we grow and learn. We are
especially appreciative of Sussex Tech School District which encourages adult
education programs and willingly shares facilities with us. With grateful attitudes,
we look forward to the new year, new opportunities, and new leadership. If you
would like to enroll in our ESL or ABE programs, please visit
www.sussexvt.org/adulted

The Journey to My High School Diploma By Jennifer Shafer-
Johnson, Graduate, James H. Groves Adult High School, Class
of 2022
My education story starts when I left at the end of 11th grade, then decided to become a Momma at
17, then became a single Mom after 7 years. Raising my 4 children has been my everything! When they
became old enough, I decided to go back to school. During this time, I got my oldest son to join me in
reaching our educational goals together and enrolled in the James H. Groves Adult High School at
Sussex Tech Adult Division. I got married and decided to start my family over. With our new addition, a
few losses in the family and managing a restaurant. I was able to be successful with the help of the
wonderful staff at James H. Groves Adult High School at Sussex Tech Adult Division and the loving

http://www.sussexvt.org/adulted


Jennifer Shafer-
Johnson & her
Family

William Rayne &
his Mom

William Rayne &
Teacher Becky
King

support of my family I was able to complete my goal. I look forward to my future of growth and
success. The Groves program has helped in bonding, strength and healing with the kids homework.
The customers at work have been a great support also. Getting my high school diploma was a
personal goal since dropping out of high school. The Groves program helped my con�dence and
helped me believe in that I can do things I never thought I could. I am planning on enrolling in Del Tech
next year. I am thankful for everyone at the program, They are amazing!

CELEBRATING OUR TWO MOST RECENT GRADUATES
On Tuesday night, November 30, 2021, Mrs. Whaley, Supervisor of Adult Education, held a graduation
celebration for Jennifer Shafer-Johnson and William Rayne. They are our eighth and ninth students
who have met the James H. Groves graduation requirements. Congratulations to both Jennifer and
William.

Driver Education Teacher August Bradley by Chanteea Harmon
It has always been my passion to become a teacher, says August Bradley. Teaching students how to
be safe drivers is one of the most inspiring jobs that I have ever had. My students always strive to
become good drivers and work very hard in the classroom to become successful. Teaching them
safety, and how to become defensive drivers with an awareness of those around them is one of the
many things that I strive to achieve daily. After 25 years of teaching watching my students be
successful is the most rewarding part.
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Happy Holidays from the Apprenticeship Program! by Mike
Hague
We are halfway through the Apprenticeship school year and I look back at all the challenges we
overcame and can't help but be thankful for my staff, instructors, and students. The Apprenticeship
training system relies on the commitment of full-time, skilled trades journeymen workers who instruct
our apprentices as part-time evening contractors. Our instructors are trades experts and give their
knowledge from a mission-driven position, accompanied by a love for their trade and the
apprentice/master training model. Our support staff follow the same mission and give it their all each
night, going above and beyond to ensure the best Apprenticeship training. Apprenticeship students
have earned well-deserved recognition for attending classes two nights each week after working all
day. This holiday season, please give warm thanks to the Apprenticeship staff and instructors. They all
go above and beyond. A special thank you, Geri, Daphne, Tim, Steve, Matt, Rick Wyatt, Jonathan, Andi,
Tommy, Neal, Tom, Larry, Ben, Joe, Bryant, Walt, and Carl. Happy holidays!

Tiffanie Stewart, Clinical Medical Assistant Student by Michelle
Lynch
Tiffanie Stewart, Fall 2021 Clinical Medical Assistant student
Diane Steinman (a new instructor teaching both O�ce Admin and Electronic Health Records)
responded immediately when asked about a student who stands out. Tiffanie enrolled in the fall
Cli i l M di l A i t t P t t t h “b k t h l” biliti Sh h l t d t



land a job in the healthcare �eld and thought this Program would be a good starting point. Tiffanie
(mother of two, one being a toddler) works part time on the weekends which frees up the week to
devote to her classes.
Diane indicated that Tiffany is “studious, punctual and strives to work hard” and thinks she’ll be a great
asset to any practice with whom she becomes employed with. And Tiffany has helped Diane with trial
runs on Zoom and the EHR Connect account. Tiffany is equally impressed with Diane. From being
supportive, offering guidance and building up her con�dence Tiffany has decided that the CMA
Program is a stepping stone. She has already set the wheels in motion to pursue her LPN thru Del Tech
and plans to eventually become an RN.
They are both grateful for each other’s input and support.

Family Literacy Program by Alison Tingle
The students in the family literacy program had the opportunity to see a �re truck up close and worked
on projects in anticipation of the Thanksgiving holiday.

Family Literacy
What is the Family Literacy Program? Family Literacy is an English as a Second Language (ESL)
family education program where all family members:
• Learn together
• Share reading and conversation
• Join in fun learning activities
• Help children succeed in school
• Adults work on their English skills while children work on school readiness activities or school work.
The program is on Monday and Wednesday evenings in Seaford at Central Elementary School. Sussex
Tech has partnered with the Seaford School District.
Call 302-629-4587 ext. 4220 to enroll. CLASSES ARE FREE.
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Register Today!
Follow these easy steps to learn more about our programs and register to continue your education
journey with the Sussex Tech Adult Division!
 
Start by going to our website www.sussexvt.org/adulted
Step 1: Click on the Current Program Brochure to learn about program offerings.
Step 2: Fill out •the Registration interest link to select the program you would like to register for.
Step 3: A staff member will contact you within 3 business days to give you information about how to
enroll.
Step 4: Once all registration forms are submitted, your counselor or coordinator will contact you for
payment instructions, a class calendar and a student schedule. If there is a down payment,
registration or materials fee for your program, it will be due at that time to ensure your class seat.
It is that easy!  
 
NOTE: If you are interested in the James H. Groves Adult High School:
• We are pleased to be able to again offer an in-person registration and orientation option!
• You will need an o�cial copy of your High School transcript from the last school you attended.
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